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Dear Chairs and Ranking Members,

The undersigned organizations urge you to have the President’s Emergency Plan for AIDS Relief (PEPFAR) provide
detailed transparency around its policy initiative to accelerate the integration of HIV services into existing broad-
based frontline health services. This request is regarding the implementation of an existing PEPFAR policy; it
does not involve changing PEPFAR policy.

PEPFAR’s Five-year Strategy, “Fulfilling America’s Promise to End the HIV/AIDS Pandemic by 2030”, includes a
focus on accelerating integration of HIV services into local health systems to achieve sustainability.

PEPFAR’s 2023 Country and Regional Operational Plan Guidance (COP/ROP23) states that “accelerating
integration of HIV care into existing health services is key to sustaining the HIV response... Integrated health
services, when based on strong primary care and essential public health functions, strengthen people-centered
health systems and contribute to the best use of resources.”

To support human resources for health, PEPFAR aims to “advance integration of HIV services into broader health
services through integrated care delivery teams.”

The Operational Plan Guidance makes clear that “PEPFAR should also strengthen health service delivery
platforms in COP/ROP23, supporting partner government capabilities in service delivery for HIV, other health
conditions, and outbreak response.”

Numerous studies have shown that integrating HIV care with other health services results in better outcomes
both for HIV patients and for those with other health conditions.

As proponents of integrated frontline health service delivery in the U.S. and abroad, we are very encouraged by
PEPFAR’s increasing focus on integrating HIV services with existing primary care services and believe Congress
and the interested public should have access to the details of how this is being carried out.

We request that the State and Foreign Operations subcommittees of Appropriations require PEPFAR to provide
the following information on how it is planning to increase support for integration: the Office of the Global AIDS
Coordinator should provide a target for increasing the proportion of PEPFAR funding that goes towards broad-
based service delivery covering HIV, other priority health conditions in the community, and outbreak prevention
and response in existing integrated health services.

Best regards,


https://www.state.gov/wp-content/uploads/2022/11/PEPFARs-5-Year-Strategy_WAD2022_FINAL_COMPLIANT_3.0.pdf
https://www.state.gov/wp-content/uploads/2023/02/PEPFAR-2023-Country-and-Regional-Operational-Plan.pdf
https://journals.plos.org/plosmedicine/article?id=10.1371/journal.pmed.1003836
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