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RESOLUTION NO. 19

WHEREAS, traumatic events, including sexual abuse, are associated with long-term physical and
psychological effects. The physical impact of trauma can be extensive and may involve
somatization; changes in biology such as altered limbic system functioning, changes in the
activity of the hypothalamic-pituitary-adrenal axis, and neurotransmitter-related
dysregulation; hyperarousal and sleep disturbances; as well as altered cognition?!; and

WHEREAS, traumatic events may influence patients' health care experiences and engagement in
preventative care?; and

WHEREAS, a sexual assault occurs every 73 seconds and a sexual assault on a pediatric victim occurs
every 9 minutes within the United States, and, the lifetime rates of sexual assaults are between
17 - 18% for women & 3 % for men, and the evidence for Sexual Assault Nurse Examiner
(SANE) programs suggests improved outcomes in patient psychological recovery, treatment,
evidence collection and prosecution of cases3; and

WHEREAS, there are 1,732 SANE certified nurses in the United States, and of those, 502 are registered
to work with children, and according to the US Bureau of Labor Statistics, there are 268,297
primary care physicians in the United States, which are in a prime position to provide a range of
support for sexual assault victims*; and

WHEREAS, current forensic examinations are driven by trained Sexual Assault Nurse Examiners
(SANE) who are trained through the International Association of Forensic Nurses (IAFN); and

WHEREAS, SANE certification is available to nurses and advanced practice nurses; however, there is
no equivalent certification for physicians or physician assistants3; now, therefore be it

RESOLVED, that the American College of Osteopathic Family Physicians (ACOFP) explores pathways
for physicians to become educated in the collection of forensic evidence in sexual assault cases
and to gain competence in the examination of sexual assault survivors.

FINAL ACTION: AMENDED and APPROVED as of April 2, 2025
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