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RESOLUTION NO.  24 

 
WHEREAS, according to the World Health Organization (WHO), the United States accounted 1 

for 82% of all firearm deaths among 23 comparable nations in 2010, with 33,736 2 
Americans dying from firearms annually (10.6 deaths per 100,000 population) with 3 
this being significantly higher than most other developed countries throughout the 4 
world (3.6 deaths per 100,000); and 5 

 6 
WHEREAS, the United States records the highest private gun ownership rate at 112 guns 7 

per 100 civilians; and 8 
 9 
WHEREAS, researchers at Harvard and Northeastern universities estimate up to 600,000 10 

firearms are stolen each year in the United States; and 11 
 12 
WHEREAS, in a recent national survey a majority of the estimated 55 million gun owners in 13 

the United States cite personal protection from other people as a primary reason for 14 
owning a firearm; and 15 

 16 
WHEREAS, according to the Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI) an estimated 6,875 people 17 

were fatally shot by their romantic partners from 2006 to 2014, with 80% of those 18 
victims being women; and  19 

 20 
WHEREAS, intimate partners frequently use guns to threaten and intimidate with an 21 

estimated 4.5 million women disclosing to they having been bullied with a gun; and 22 
WHEREAS,  this study concluded 90% of women killed by guns were in the U.S., as were 23 

91% of children under 15; and 24 
 25 
WHEREAS, the Brady Handgun Violence Prevention Act, enacted in 1993, only requires 26 

background checks on sales conducted by licensed dealers, and roughly 40% of gun 27 
owners polled admitted they obtained their most recent firearm without a 28 
background check; and 29 

 30 
WHEREAS, there were 372 mass shootings in the US in 2015, killing 475 people and 31 

wounding 1,870, according to the Mass Shooting Tracker; now, therefore be it 32 



 

 

RESOLVED, that the American College of Osteopathic Family Physicians (ACOFP) support 33 
enactment of gun laws, compliant with constraints of the Second Amendment of the 34 
US Constitution, that demonstrably decrease morbidity and mortality associated 35 
with gun violence. This includes but is not limited to an acknowledgment of a gun-36 
waiting period, immediate removal of guns from houses during domestic violence 37 
investigations, and expansion of background checks to include the sale of firearms at 38 
gun shows, over the Internet and in classified or other advertisements. 39 

 
ACTION _____________________ 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Resources: 
 
https://www.cdc.gov/nchs/fastats/injury.htm 
 
https://www.nytimes.com/2016/06/14/upshot/compare-these-gun-death-rates-the-us-
is-in-a-different-world.html?_r=0 
 
http://ijr.com/2016/01/510415-10-charts-that-put-obamas-gun-violence-town-hall-in-
perspective/ 
 
https://www.thetrace.org/2016/12/gun-violence-statistics-2016/ 
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